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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1-19 (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A valve for a bladder control device, comprising: 
an elongate housing having a proximal end, a distal end, and a valve lumen 

extending therethrough, said valve lumen including a first lumen portion defining a first 
lumen diameter, a second lumen portion distal the first lumen portion defining a second 
lumen diameter greater than the first lumen diameter, and a third lumen portion distal the 
second lumen portion defining a third lumen diameter less than the second lumen 
diameter; 

a valve seat disposed within the housing; 

a stopper disposed within the housing and moveable between a first position 
engaging the valve seat and a second position disposed distally of the valve seat, said 
stopper beiflg including a nhmger portion configured to move longitudinally within the 
first lumen portion in response to fhiidic pressure without allowing fluid to flow through 
the valve lumen; and 

a spring connected to the stopper to bias the stopper toward the valve seat. 

21, (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the stopper 
includes a proximal portion having a first diameter. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 21, wherein the stopper 
includes a distal portion having a second diameter greater than said first diameter. 

23. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the valve lumen 
tapers along a slope between the second lumen portion and the third lumen portion. 

24. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 23, wherein the stopper 
includes a sloping portion. 

25. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 24, wherein the slope between 
the second and third lumen portions and the sloping portion of the stopper are configured 
to create an initial negative pressure within the valve lumen in response to fluid flow. 

26. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of between 14 F to 26 F. 

27. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of between J 6 F to 22 F. 

28. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20 T wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of approximately 18 F. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the spring is a 
tension spring. 

30. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 29, wherein the spring is under 
greater tension loading when the stopper is in the second position than when the stopper 
is in the first position. 

3 1. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the spring includes 
a helical portion. 

32. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, wherein the spring is 
disposed distally of the stopper. 

33 (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 20, further comprising an 
elongate shaft portion coupling the spring to the stopper. 

34. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 33, wherein the elongate shaft 
portion includes a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end of said shaft portion 
being disposed within an internal bore of the stopper, the distal end of the shaft portion 
being coupled to the spring. 

35. (Currently Amended) A valve for a bladder control device, comprising: 
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an elongate housing having a proximal end, a distal end, and a valve lumen 
extending therethrough, said valve lumen including a first lumen portion defining a first 
lumen diameter, a second lumen portion distal the first lumen portion defining a second 
lumen diameter greater than the first lumen diameter, and a third lumen portion distal the 
second lumen portion defining a third lumen diameter less than the second lumen 
diameter; 

a valve seat disposed within the housing; 

a stopper disposed within the housing and moveable between a first position 
engaging the valve seat and a second position disposed distally of the valve sea t said 
stopper including a plunger portion configured to move longitudinally within the first 
lumen portion in response to fluidic pressure without allowing fluid to flow through the 
valve lumen ; 

a spring connected to the stopper to bias the stopper toward the valve seat; and 
an elongate shaft portion coupling the spring to the stopper. 

36. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the stopper 
includes a proximal portion having a first diameter. 

37. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 36, wherein the stopper 
includes a distal portion having a second diameter greater than said first diameter. 

38. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the valve lumen 
tapers along a slope between the second lumen portion and the third lumen portion. 



Page 6 of 17 

PAGE M * RCVD AT 2/1512005 1:34:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I5 1 DNIS:8729306 1 C$fl):6123599349 ' DURATION (mm-ss):06'56 



FEB-15-2005 12:34 



CROMPTON SERGER TUFTE 



6123599349 P. 08 



39. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 38, wherein the stopper 
includes a sloping portion. 

40. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 39, wherein the slope between 
the second and third lumen portions and the sloping portion of the stopper are configured 
to create an initial negative pressure within the valve lumen in response to fluid flow. 

4 1 . (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of between 14 F to 26 F. 

42. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of between 16 F to 22 F. 

43. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of approximately 18 F. 

44. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the spring is a 
tension spring. 

45. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 44, wherein the spring is under 
greater tension loading when the stopper is in the second position than when the stopper 
is in the first position. 
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46. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the spring includes 
a helical portion. 

47. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the spring is 
disposed distally of the stopper. 

48. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 35, wherein the elongate shaft 
portion includes a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal end of said shaft portion 
being disposed within an internal bore of the stopper, the distal end of the shaft portion 
being coupled to the spring. 

49. (Previously Presented) A valve for a bladder control device, comprising: 
an elongate housing having a proximal end, a distal end, and a valve lumen 

extending therethrough, said valve lumen including a first lumen portion defining a first 
lumen diameter, a second lumen portion distal the first lumen portion defining a second 
lumen diameter greater than the first lumen diameter, and a third lumen portion distal the 
second lumen portion defining a third lumen diameter less than the second lumen 
diameter; 

a valve seat disposed within the housing; 

a stopper disposed within the housing and moveable between a first position 
engaging the valve seat and a second position disposed distally of the valve seat; 

a spring connected to the stopper to bias the stopper toward the valve seat; and 
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an elongate shaft portion coupling the spring to the stopper, said shaft portion 
including a proximal end disposed within an internal bore of the stopper. 

50. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 49, wherein the stopper 
includes a proximal portion having a first diameter. 

51. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the stopper 
includes a distal portion having a second diameter greater than said first diameter. 

52. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 49, wherein the valve lumen 
tapers along a slope between the second lumen portion and the third lumen portion. 

53. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 52, wherein the stopper 
includes a sloping portion. 

54. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 53, wherein the slope between 
the second and third lumen portions and the sloping portion of the stopper are configured 
to create an initial negative pressure within the valve lumen in response to fluid flow. 

55. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of between 14 F to 26 F. 
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56. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of between 16 F to 22 F. 

57. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the housing has an 
outer diameter of approximately 18 F. 

58. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the spring is a 
tension spring. 

59. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 58, wherein the spring is under 
greater tension loading when the stopper is in the second position than when the stopper 
is in the first position. 

60. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the spring includes 
a helical portion. 

61. (Previously Presented) The valve of claim 50, wherein the spring is 
disposed distally of the stopper. 

62. (Previously Presented) A valve for a bladder control device, comprising: 
an elongate housing having a proximal end, a distal end, and a valve lumen 

extending therethrough, said valve lumen including a first lumen portion defining a first - 
lumen diameter, a second lumen portion distal the first lumen portion defining a second 
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lumen diameter greater than the first lumen diameter, and a third lumen portion distal the 
second lumen portion defining a third lumen diameter less than the second lumen 
diameter; 

a valve seat disposed within the housing; 

a stopper disposed within the housing and moveable between a first position 
engaging the valve seat and a second position disposed distally of the valve seat, said 
stopper being configured to move within the first lumen portion in response to fluidic 
pressure without allowing fluid to flow through the valve lumen; 

a spring connected to the stopper to bias the stopper toward the valve seat; and 
an elongate shaft portion coupling the spring to the stopper, said shaft portion 
including a proximal end disposed within an internal bore of the stopper. 
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